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 A Landmark after hours Shenanigans captured at Hop Kiln 

 The Hop Kiln historic building is located on Westside Road in the Russian River area of 
 Sonoma County.  When driving Westside Road, it feels a bit more rural than some of the other 
 areas where one might go wine tasting.  But don’t let that fool you….there are several great 
 wineries in this area and it is a stunning area to visit in Sonoma County!! 

 Back in my earlier working days, I traveled this road from Sebastopol to Windsor Vineyards to 
 my job as an accounts receivable clerk.  It was less congested than the freeways, and I loved the 
 drive.  But, that's neither here nor there when writing about the Landmark Hop Kiln winery, 
 just a little fun fact! 

 The Hop Kiln building, which became a California Historical Landmark in 1977, has been home 
 to several di�erent wineries over the years and is now owned by Landmark Vineyards.  Yes, 
 hops are for beer, like grapes are for wine.  Sonoma County has a long history of growing hops 
 prior to prohibition.  Of course, there is rich history here from 1905 when it was built for 
 drying hops for beer, to the changes in ownership over the past 117+ years.  It appears that all 
 owners shared the love for the building, the property, and the region!  If you have an 
 opportunity to visit this location, take a few moments on the internet and read some of the 
 wonderful stories of this place, it will surely enhance your visit! 

 The building is spectacular.  It was built in 1905 by Italian Stone Masons and if you look closely, 
 you will see stones of many colors!  Everyone sees things a little di�erently, but what I saw was 
 gorgeous hues of blues, greens, and yellow ochres.  I couldn’t get away from these colors and 
 fully embraced them in my painting!  Maybe a bit over exaggerated, but fun fun fun! The 
 interior where the tasting room is located, is also as stunning as the outside.  Its rustic charm 
 provides a cozy and curious experience.  Curious, because of the many souls who’ve passed 
 through this building, and curious about the rest of the building!  I’ll follow up on this thought 
 in a bit…. 

 The building has three majestic stone kiln towers which is surely a signature to its familiarity. 
 There is also an area below the tasting room floor which can be accessed from several exterior 
 doors, and also from the tasting room.  When I visited, it was not open to the public.  But 
 wait…it doesn’t mean you can’t take a peek! 

 I have had the pleasure of wine tasting here over the years, and it always left a good taste in my 
 mouth (pun intended!!).  As such, it was added to my list of wineries I wanted to include in my 
 series.  Not only would it be fun to paint this awesome building, it also leaves a lot to the 
 imagination! 
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 My first visit back here in awhile, and in preparation for this painting, was in September 2020. 
 Yes, during the Covid 19 pandemic.  That means, outside tastings only.  We sat at a little table 
 on the porch next to the tasting room door, and at that moment we were the only visitors 
 there.  This was a tough time for wineries who are used to hosting many visitors inside and 
 outside the tasting rooms, and who spend time with the visitors talking about their wines.  At 
 this time in the pandemic, visiting time was limited, and people were sparse.  We had a 
 wonderful visit, as restricted as it was, and thoroughly enjoyed the Chardonnays and the Pinot 
 Noirs!  I took as many photos as I could without being able to visit inside, we wandered the 
 grounds a bit, and o� we went.  I knew then and there that I’d need to come back when things 
 opened back up.  And revisit is what we did! 

 My husband and I visited again in June of 2021 when things were definitely opened up after 18 
 long months of shut down.  This time, we were able to meander around inside the tasting 
 room, as well as enjoy the warm spring day outside.  Rather than taste the various wines, we 
 chose to buy a very nice bottle of Pinot Noir and shared it outside in the front of the winery. 
 Another ‘signature’ look of the building are the 9 little doors below each kiln tower, which was 
 right next to where we were sitting.  They look like fairy doors to me and I’m quite curious 
 about this.  I asked the sommelier, “I wonder if there’s fairies and gnomes living there?”  He 
 replied “who says there aren’t?”.  Coming back to the ‘curiosity’ part of this building….what’s 
 behind those little doors???  I don’t typically include pictures in these writeups, but for this 
 one…I’m making an exception.  Take a peek below. 

 Upon finishing our wine, it was late afternoon towards the end of the tasting hours and visitors 
 were leaving.  We went inside to purchase a bottle for home.  The sommelier was winding 
 things down and had an opportunity to spend a little time with us talking about the winery and 
 the wonderful history of the building.  They were not providing tours of the building at this 
 time (which we asked about earlier), but hope to in the future.  With a little bit of nudging (it 
 didn’t take much), he let us go downstairs and take a little peek below.  It was truly an 
 unexpected and awesome treat!!  There is still equipment present from the days of processing 
 hops, and there was an old Singer Sewing machine in the corner which was used to sew the 
 hop bags.  I stood in awe as I imagined what it would have been like back in those days.  It’s so 
 wonderful that these little bits of history are kept in their places of origin. 

 Back to my painting.  I have a thing for fantasy.  I love fairies, gnomes, unicorns…you know, all 
 of the wonderful characters we can’t see who are surrounding us in our everyday lives!  This 
 was the first winery painting where I could actually incorporate them into the experience. 
 While I would like to tell you what I think those crazy little characters are up to…it’s kind of fun 
 making it up for yourself.  I hope you enjoy this painting as much as I enjoyed painting it. 

 Cheers! 
 Patti 
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